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President’s Message

Let it be recorded for posterity that the OOS Spring Field Meet-
ing at Black Mesa State Park had to be canceled due to the
COVID-19 epidemic. Instead Jeff Tibbits organized an online
presentation on Mountain Plover research from the scheduled
banquet speaker Allison Pierce. This broke a long record of
OOS Spring Field Meetings. At the time the meeting was can-
celed at the end of March, governments had announced a social
distancing guideline of 6 feet minimum in public places and a
limit of 10 people on the size of a gathering. Seniors were ad-
vised to stay as isolated from potential infection sources as pos-
sible. These guidelines were inconsistent with our usual meeting
format consisting of group field trips, socializing at meals and
the Saturday banquet with speaker. In addition the sleeping ac-
commodations at Black Mesa State Park were bunk houses.
Looking forward to the fall, it is impossible to say at this point
whether the usual Fall Technical Meeting will be feasible. There
are t00 many unanswered questions. Will the virus reemerge
with the end of the countrywide lockdown and the resumption of
almost normatl activities? Will the epidemic be ended by warm
summer weather? Will it reemerge with vigor with the cooler
weather in the fall? Will a therapeutic drug or vaccine bring an
end to the risk of contracting the disease? Will academic institu-
tions reopen for regular attendance in the fall rather than con-
tinue with distance learning, and if they reopen, will they allow
an outside group to hold a meeting on campus? Where else
might it be possible to hold such a meeting and under what re-
strictions? The OOS Facebook Page has become the best way to
stay informed of latest developments.

The presentation by Allison Pierce is still accessible through a
link at the top of the OOS Facebook page. The link is not obvi-
ous. Just click or tap in Jeff’s announcement where it says
“Shorebirds without a shore.” I have viewed the presentation
twice. It provides a lot of fascinating insight into a little-known
bird. I recommend the presentation to anyone whose interest in
Oklahoma birds goes beyond listing and counting. There is
about 10 minutes of dead time at the beginning of the video
where Allison is waiting for people to log in, so skip that part in
the usual way by tapping or clicking the video window to bring
up the scroll/progress bar and then tapping or clicking on the bar
at around 20% beyond the start.

The compilation of a 2™ edition of the Oklahoma Breeding Bird
Atlas was announced by Dan Reinking. He has called for volun-
teers to survey the blocks which comprise the survey area. Bird-
ers of all stripes are invited to apply. The Atlas project involves
resurveying blocks at 25-year intervals. Not all the blocks are
surveyed in the same year, so if a volunteer misses out on an
assignment this year, there will be a chance again next year or
the year after. As the OOS membership comprises the most ca-

pable group of birders in the state, those whose health and
senses will permit them to survey should seriously consider do-
ing it.

As if to offset disappointment over the cancelation of the Spring
Meeting. we had an awesome spring migration season in Okla-
homa this year. An odd weather event, a very late and large
bulge of Arctic air into the eastern United States, produced
steady easterly winds in the central US for over a week in early
May. Many eastern migrants were apparently diverted west of
their usual routes and into Oklahoma. The result was relatively
large numbers, but still not many, of typically more eastern mi-
grant warblers like Bay-breasted Warblers and Golden-winged
Warblers. Some typical migrants occurred in much greater num
bers than usual like Swainson’s Thrushes, Yellow Warblers,
Blackpoll Warblers and Alder Flycatchers. Looking down the
road, the current generation of Oklahoma birders will be watch-
ing the weather closely each spring in the hope of another Arctic
bulge into the East in early May.

With all the extra time (LOL) we have due to the break in our
routines due to COVID, there is some space to reflect a little on
the current status of Ornithology. What is clear is that the bio-
logical sciences like Ornithology, Herpetology, Entomology,
Botany, etc., have taken on a strongly ecological focus. To get
some historical perspective on whether Ecology is really both as
new and as all-encompassing as it might seem, consider some
words from the Introduction of the book volume titled ECOL-
OGY in the Life Nature Library, published by Time Life Books
in 1963. The opening line is, “ECOLOGY, in the next 10 or 20
years, may well become the most popular of sciences — a house-
hold word to those masses who today are ignorant of both the
word and its meaning.” Those lines were written 57 years ago
by the then President of the World Wildlife Fund. Bernhard.
Prince of The Netherlands. Perhaps his wording “become the
most popular of sciences” may not be exactly the right way to
describe the ascent of ECOLOGY as a global concern, but there
is no doubt that ECOLOGY and the prefix ECO are now univer-
sally recognized. Terms like Eco Tour, Eco Lodge, Eco Hotel
and Eco Friendly are standard in the modern lexicon.
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(Continued from page 1)

In Ornithology much of current research is focused on the responses of whole populations to anthropogenic changes in climate and
habitat. The common ecological thread running through all the specialized biological sciences has created a union among them. Organi-
zations with a holistic focus on nature and wildlife conservation like the Southwestern Association of Naturalists, the Oklahoma Natural
Resources Council and the Oklahoma Biological Survey have risen to become principal forums for academic research. What this means
for the future of more narrowly focused organizations like OOS, the Oklahoma Natjve Plant Society. the Oklahoma Herpetological Soci-
ety, etc. is uncertain. The face of National Audubon that most of us see regularly. the requests for public support in lobbying efforts. has
had an entirely ecological focus for some time. A couple of the most recent concerns have been road building and clear cutting in the
Tongass National Forest and draining of the Yazoo Wetlands with the Yazoo Wetlands Pump Project. Environmentalism has politicized
much of the biological sciences since 1963. There is now a tension between the biological sciences and economic interests that didn’t
exist 57 years ago. Academicians often speak of the trend toward globalization of the ornithology. One of the practical expressions of
globalization is a major focus on the less developed areas of the world as subject areas for academic research. Part of this is no doubt
driven by the fact that much of the basic natural history of animals and plants in the developed world has been discovered le aving the
undeveloped world as the more fertile area for discovery and observation of basic behavior. And part of this focus on the less developed
countries must be due to the desire to call attention to the need for conservation on the frontier between development and mostly un-
touched tropical rain forests. However one has to wonder how much of the globalization of ornithological research is driven by the urge
to avoid conflict with corporations and private development interests and their allies in government in home countries in the developed
world. And one also has to wonder how much of the condensation of the various biological sciences into groups like SWAN, OKNRC
and OBS is driven by the desire to combine forces in an environment of political conflict over ecological preservation vs. economics and
development. How does OOS stack up against these trends? OOS traditionally has been narrowly focused on the observation of birds in
Oklahoma. Being in Oklahoma, it is embedded in an economic environment that is heavily dependent on agriculture, forestry, hydrocar-
bon extraction and refining, petrochemical manufacturing and other manufacturing which makes use of the low cost labor force. OOS
attempts to synthesize the interests of amateur and professional orithologists. The amateurs depend on the local economy just described
for their livelihoods and are to a large extent narrowly focused on field ornithology and citizen science in Oklahoma. On the other hand
the professional ornithologists are only loosely tied to the local economy, and they have to an increasing extent become globalized, ecol-
ogically focused and united with the other biological sciences. The one outstanding area of overlap in the current interests of the two
groups is eBird. Note that eBird is an international effort to discover and track the population dynamics of birds. The international eco-
logical motivation behind the effort is obvious. By contributing to eBird, birders are helping ornithological researchers to answer ques-
tions about the effects of development and climate change on bird populations both nationally and internationally. One thing that budding
amateur ornithologists clearly like is an online resource for bird identification questions, the OOS Facebook page. Can OOS be changed
to increase the overlap in interests between amateurs and professionals? If OOS became a more globally and ecologically focused organi-
zation, it might draw in more participation from academia. But could it do that without compromising its relationship with the amateur
community, a group that is locally focused and dependent on economic growth? The way OOS chooses to navigate or perhaps to ignore
the changes brought about by the rise of global Ecology as a primary focus of the biological sciences may determine the future of the
society.
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Welcome New Members

Nancy Alexander Guyla Mayo
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0OO0OS SALES BY MAIL

Trina Arnold Adam Schaffer ~ e Oklahoma Bird Records Committee. Date Guide to the Occurrences
Kevin Jarrell Steven Thompson of Birds in Oklahoma. 6th Edition. 2012. $6.00 each in person; $7
Bailey Kephart Bill Yates via mail or internet

James Lear Jamie Zachary " e OOS Field Checklist. 2005. Tri-fold card. 1-5 cards. $0.50 each.

Total Current Members: 180 Packet of 10 checklists, $3.00
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e For volume sales and information contact: Nadine Vamer, (405) 370-
5076; gallinuleofpurple@yahoo.com
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Treasurer’s Report For purchase, send order and check to:  OOS Sales, 7845 NE 18th St.,

By Nadine Varner Oklahoma City, OK 73141 Make check payable to “00S.”
June 1, 2020
You may also purchase these publications online at our website

We currently have $14,267 in the General Fund, $39.338 in www.okbirds.org Look for the publications link

the Bulletin Fund, $35.731 in the Memorial Fund and $10,772
in the Special Projects Fund.
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2019 Kenton (Black Mesa) CBC

The 2019 Christmas Bird Count occurred on Sunday December 29th. Participants were Steve and Kim Metz (feederwatchers), Zach Po-
land, John Sterling. Max Thompson, Gene Young and myself. Weather conditions were mostly overcast skies with a beginning tempera-
ture of 17 degrees and a high of 36 degrees. Winds were light to moderate during the day with a bit of a windchill.

We met in Kenton at 8:30AM Central Time to hand out assignments and get last minute information. A couple of folks had birded in the

beginning daylight for owls and such. No owls were detected but the best early find was a Roadrunner in the cemetery.

Count teams fanned out to visit Black Mesa State Park and Lake Etling, the town of Kenton, the Regnier Ranch road, and the road to
Colorado which passes by the namesake Black Mesa.

Max and Gene found a large number of waterfowl at the lake including
Snow, Cackling and Canada Geese; Pintail, GW Teal. RN Duck, Lesser
Scaup, Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser and Com-
mon Merganser. This was quite a run of birds for winter in this area.
Bald Eagles were seen here as well. Zach rounded up Golden Eagle,
Scaled Quail, Kingfisher, Prairie Falcon, Bushtit, Marsh Wren, and
Curve-billed Thrasher in his early birding run. I was able to find a
Lesser Goldfinch in town and a Ferruginous Hawk on the highway.

Per usual, we met back in Kenton for lunch and to go over the list at
about 12:30PM. The wind had picked up so the lunch was a quick one
due to the windchill. Max and Gene headed to the Easter Pageant and to
- : a private ranch after lunch. Zach and I joined forces to bird the Easter
Photo by Ray Hennessy on Unsplash Pageant and John decided to bird the roads. After lunch, Zach found a
single Scrub Jay and Juniper Titmouse above Camp Billy Joe along with
more Bushtits. Gene and Max added a lone Rusty Blackbird amongst a large flock of Red-winged Blackbirds at Steve's feeders in
Kenton. John added a Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Horned Larks, and some Mountain Bluebirds in his wanderings.

Zach and I came back to Kenton to get his car and ran into Steve and Kim coming out of their house. They graciously invited us inside
the old church they are converting into a part time home. The building used to be a bank a long time ago and they showed us the room
that held the vault. There is a downstairs room where the church used to put on puppet shows. They plan to retire to this place in a few
vears. They said their feeders were quite active all day.

Zach, John and I met for dinner and a quasi-compilation count at the Pizza Hut in Boise City that evening. Gene and Max had to head
back to Elkhart, KS.

All together, we five birders found 78 species on count day and three Count Week species for a total of 81 species. The better finds were
the large amount of waterfowl on the lake, Ferruginous Hawk, Golden and Bald Eagles, Prairie Falcon, Merlin, Scaled Quail (unusual for
the mesa country), White-winged Doves, Blue Jays, Black-billed Magpie, Juniper Titmouse, Marsh Wren, Sage Thrasher, American
Pipit. Northern Shrike, Rusty Blackbird, Lesser Goldfinch, and American Tree Sparrow.

We did not find any truly rare birds but the Rusty Blackbird and Lesser Goldfinch were out of place for this time of year. The lack of Jays
and Magpies and Screech Owls continues to be a fact to ponder and perhaps worry about. We found most of the local specialty birds but
we missed a few things we had hoped to get like Rough-legged Hawk, Pheasant, Turkey, W Screech Owl, Great Horned Owl, YB Sap-
sucker, Say’s Phoebe, Steller’s Jay, Pinyon Jay, Chihuahuan Raven, WB Nuthatch, Rock Wren, Mockingbird, Cedar Waxwing, Cardinal,
Cassin’s Finch, longspurs, just to name a few.

I would like to say thanks to the birders who made the long trip out to the Black Mesa country to participate in this count. It’s always a
struggle to get enough count teams to cover this CBC circle adequately and sometime the weather can be a challenge. Thankfully, we
only had to deal with the cold and winds on count day although some winter precipitation did occur not too far away in the days leading
up to the count. This is a unique place in the state and a special place to bird for me. I look forward to next year’s count and hope to see
many of you out there too.

Thanks,

Jimmy Waeodard

Kenton CBC compiler (2018 to present and continuing)
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Spring 2020 O0S Meeting

Unfortunately, we could not have our planned meeting at Black Mesa due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However. our planned keynote
speaker, Alli Pierce, did give her presentation, “Shorebirds without a shore: new insights into the ecology of Mountain Plovers™, on the
0O0S Facebook page. Allison Pierce is a PhD student at the University of Colorado Denver. and her broad research interests include ani-
mal population dynamics and behavioral ecology. Currently. her research focuses on migratory ecology and demography of an inland
breeding shorebird of conservation interest, the Mountain Plover. As part of this research, one of her projects focuses on tracking individ-
ual plover migration movements using GPS data loggers in collaboration with the Migratory Connectivity Project and

the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center.

To view the presentation, visit the OOS Facebook page or scan the QR
code. The link is in the pinned announcements on the Facebook page,
and a link is also pinned to the OOS homepage.

Many thanks to Alli for her willingness to pre-
sent digitally! This was a very unconventional
approach for an OOS event, and I'm hopeful
this experience will be a first step towards ex-
panding OOS’ digital presence.

v S -
Shorebirds out a shore:
: e

SCAN ME Jeff Tibbits, President-elect

Fall 2020 OOS Meeting 0OS Special Project
Cancelled for 2020

I don’t have an announcement for the fall meeting due to the uncer-
tainty regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. | anticipate that there
will not be a traditional, in-person technical meeting for the fall of
2020, but I hope to be proven wrong. More information forthcom-
ing as the situation develops, but in the event an in-person meeting
isn’t possible I will explore digital possibilities.

Because of current health concerns and social distancing currently
in practice, the OOS Special Project offering grants to those seeking
funds for their projects has been cancelled for this year. We expect
to be able to offer these grants in 2021. Announcements will be
made when more information is available.

W Jibkits , President-elect

Oklahoma Birding News & Resources

Did vou know that there are several ways to keep up with Oklahoma bird news and sightings? The Oklahoma Ornithological Society hosts
a Facebook group page where birders can learn about recent bird sightings and upcoming OOS events, read about scientific studies and
get help with bird identification. See and join this group page at:

https://www.facebook.com/croups/18864377410/

Another resource is the OKbirds listserv. This is a free email subscription service hosted by the University of Oklahoma that sends emails
to its subscribers when other members post messages. This is an excellent way to get real-time updates to recent bird sightings and other
news from Oklahoma birders. To subscribe, go to:

hitps:/dists.ou.edu/cgi-bin/wa? A0=0KBIRDS

eBird is an application that allows birders to record and post their bird sightings that may be used by scientists to track bird populations
and movements. It’s also useful for birders in general to be able to see when and where other birders have reported their bird sightings.
This free app is available online and can be downloaded to your phone for you to use in the field. It’s hosted by The Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology. Find more information at:

hitps://ebird.org/home
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