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Hello Members,
As you may be aware, the OOS is struggling
to become a functional group again. The Covid
crises prevented some of the normal get-together
activities the past few years. Some of this has re-set
patterns of participation in the group. Most notably,
we are struggling to maintain basic positions on the
Board. We were without a Scissortail Editor in 2021.
On 9 April 2022, Jeff Tibbits, our President, brought
together active Board members and interested
individuals at the Martin Park Nature Center
in Oklahoma City to look at the status of the
organization and move to redevelop its viability.
Other organizations have faced similar circumstance
even before Covid. Several Board positions were
filled—Steve Stone stepped forward to take on the
Secretary position; Jake Kirkland to do the position
as Scissortail Editor.
There were also discussions to reframe the
OOS Constitution to match the current-world
organizational environment, most notably our online presence and connectivity. The Oklahoma Bird
Records Committee has stepped forward to make
its activities more visible as can be seen in the past
two Scissortail issues and posts to the OOS website.
Several individuals are adding other items of interest
to birders.
While we are three months past the April meeting,
the wheels of motion still require participation of
members in organization positions, and additional
coordination between current Board members. A little
too much is still falling on too few hands. We do have
actions in motion that need to be completed. The
Bulletin is behind, also a covid-related circumstance,
but our Editor is moving forward to catch up and
publish and process current materials.
From the membership, we ask two things. Patience:
we are moving forward. Secondly, AND MOST
IMPORTANTLY, to have some additional members
step forward to fill Board vacancies (see page
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2). If you are contacted for such, please respond
positively.
Please enjoy what we present here. And be part
of the group, in your membership, support and
participation in the longest standing (since 1951)
bird-watcher and field ornithology organization in
the State. Also watch the OOS Blog on the Society
website.
Good birding,
Board of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society
Editor’s Note: I should quickly introduce myself as
the new Editor of The Scissortail. My name is Jake
Kirkland, and I was a lifelong Californian until work
brought me to OKC in the spring of 2021. I am a
molecular and cell biologist by trade, but birds (and
herps) keep me sane. I have enjoyed getting to know
a lot of new birds, including Mississippi Kites, our
namesake Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and Dickcissels
to name a few. If you, dear reader, have something
you would like to contribute to future issues of The
Scissortail, you can send them to me at kirklandj@
gmail.com I look forward to editing our quarterly
publication and reading your contributions.
Additionally, The Scissortail is going to become
largely a digital publication as we move forward. This
will allow for quicker publication turnaround, save
money on stamps, and reduce paper use. However,
if you would still like to receive The Scissortail in the
mail please fill out the included form and mail back to
us.
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Member Information
as of 6/17/2022
Total Current Members: 156

Contributions

Welcome New Members

Jackie Johnson, Tim O’Connell, Holly Van Auken

Jennifer Austin (Norman), Kimberlee Bishop
(Edmond), Rebecca Hays (Sand Springs), Amy Ryker
(Duncan), Lara Sheppard (Haskell)

OOS Officers and Chairpersons
as of 4/9/2022
President – Jeff Tibbits – ODWC, PO Box 53465,
Oklahoma City, OK 73152. jefftibbits@odwc.ok.gov
(405) 535-7382
Past-President – William Diffin – 7308 NW 119th St.,
Oklahoma City, OK 73162. WilliamDiffin@aol.com
(405) 722-3778 (home); (405) 596-3890 (cell)
President-elect – VACANT
Secretary – Steve Stone
Treasurer – Nadine Varner – 7845 NE 18th St.,
Oklahoma City, OK 73141 gallinuleofpurple@
yahoo.com (405) 370-5076. {‘21}. {‘22} – VACANCY
OPENING
Membership/Circulation – Zach Poland, 3123 E.
48th St., Tulsa, OK 74105 zachapoland@gmail.com
(405) 880-2014
Awards – Mia Revels, Dept of Natural Resources,
611 N. Garland Ave., Northeastern State University,
Tahlequah, OK 74465 revels@nsuok.edu (918) 4443824
Activities – Rebecca Renfro – 6024 Cornell Dr.,
Barltesville, OK 74006 relore@aol.com (918) 3334875
Conservation – Mark Howery – 801 Hemphill Ct.,
Norman, OK 73072 mark.howery@odwc.ok.gov
(405) 447-3641 (home); (405) 521-4619 (office)
Archivist – Claudia Glass – 14805 E. 500 Rd., Unit
D, Claremore, OK 74017 cglass@rsu.edu (918)
230-2404 (home); (918) 343-7697 (office)
Special Projects – Donald Glass – 14805 E. 500
Rd., Unit D, Claremore, OK 74017 dglass@rsu.edu
(918) 230-2404 (home); (918) 343-7710 (office)
OOS Bulletin Editor – Eugene A. Young – Northern
Oklahoma College, 1220 E. Grand, P.O. Box 310,
Tonkawa, OK 74653-0310 eugene.young@north-ok.
edu (580) 628-6482 (phone); (580) 628-6209 (Fax)
The Scissortail Editor – Jake Kirkland 1701 NW
20th Street Oklahoma City, OK 73106 kirklandj@
gmail.com (510) 282-2650 (cell)
OBRC Chairman – Joe Grzybowski, 715 Elmwood
2

Dr., Norman, OK 73072 j_grzybowski@sbcglobal.net
(405) 205-9598 (cell)
Webmaster – Jeff Tibbits – ODWC, P.O. Box 53465,
Oklahoma City, OK 73152 jeff.tibbits@odwc.ok.gov
(405) 535-7382
Other Positions:
Coordinator for Breeding Bird Survey & Winter
Bird Atlas – Dan Reinking – Sutton Avian Research
Center, P.O. Box 2007, Bartlesville, OK 74005-2007
dan@suttoncenter.org (918) 336-7778
VACANT POSITIONS:
•
Business Manager
•
President-elect
•
Treasurer
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Book Review: Vagrancy in Birds
by Alexander Lees and James Gilroy
If you are a part of this group then you like birds,
some enjoy rare birds, some of those who enjoy rare
birds are also interested in understanding the causes
of vagrancy. However you enjoy birds is valid, and we
are glad you are here. If you are interested in rarities,
a valuable reference is now available in Vagrancy in
Birds by Alexander Lees and James Gilroy.

humans impact vagrancy and the effect of vagrancy
on ecosystems and species dynamics. Part Two
(the largest part of the book) is a brief account of the
extralimital records, patterns, and interpreted causes
of vagrancy in every family of birds in the world. Part
Three is a summary of the future of vagrancy in a time
of global change, rarity, and research.

Vagrancy in Birds, published earlier this year by
Princeton University Press, is the latest in an
extensive line of nature and natural history hits by the
publisher. Vagrancy in Birds is not an identification
guide nor a North American centered book. It is a
reference book that distills the current understanding
of vagrancy.

The authors are deeply knowledgeable and do an
excellent job of communicating a technical subject
in an understandable fashion. The subject matter
and scope of Vagrancy in Birds will not appeal to all
birders, but for those that are interested in a better
understanding of why birds sometimes drift out of their
normal ranges, this book is foundational.

The book has three parts. Part One explores the
causes of vagrancy (both internal and external), how

Zach Poland

ERRATA to the Noteworthy Records of Birds in
Oklahoma: Spring 2021 (Scissortail 72(1):4-8)
The following records should be deleted.
Location and Observer(s) are incorrect.

Black-necked Stilt, 8, 29 Mar 2021, McCurtain County,
Red Slough WMA, David Arbour

Cinnamon Teal, 15M, 7F, 29 Mar 2021, McCurtain
County, Red Slough WMA, David Arbour

Joseph A. Grzybowski, Sam Noble Oklahoma
Museum of Natural History, and 715 Elmwood Dr.,
Norman, OK 73072.

Noteworthy Records of Birds in Oklahoma:
Summer 2021 Period
The Oklahoma Ornithological Society is looking to
post collective seasonal summaries of noteworthy
birds recorded in Oklahoma gathered through and
supported by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee
and/or eBird, and/or the Oklahoma Ornithological
Society Facebook page and other sources. A list of
observations for the Summer 2021 season (June
to July) is given below and will soon be available at
the OOS website—under Oklahoma Bird Records
Committee. These summaries will be posted ahead
of the following year’s season to alert members of
what was observed the year before, and what might
be seen in the coming season as well as highlight
what bird observations are or would be noteworthy.
This collective service is made available through
the Oklahoma Ornithological Society as a service
to the Oklahoma birder community. And a great
Oklahoma Ornithological Society

reason to support and participate in the Oklahoma
Ornithological Society as a member. To become or
continue membership, go to: https://www.okbirds.org/
get_involved
The following is a listing of noteworthy records of
birds for the Summer period—June and July 2021.
It incorporates records outside or near limits of
expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE
to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh
Edition (Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC),
2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman,
OK). Also included are noteworthy high counts.
Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable
by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given
in bold. Species whose names are followed by an
(R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.
Underscores depict records for date or locality outside
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Noteworthy Records of Birds in Oklahoma:
Summer 2021 Period Continued
limits specified in the DATE GUIDE. m. ob. =
multiple observers.
Summer generally represents a lull of migration
activity, although some shorebirds have lingering
patterns (in particular White-rumped Sandpipers),
and some others are returning southward by late
June (e.g. Willets noted here), with others routinely
so during July (Upland Sandpiper, yellowlegs,
Solitary Sandpiper, and several peep species for
example). There is a scatter of lingering vagrants,
species breeding north of Oklahoma, among
waterfowl species and Common Loons, and a few
post-breeding vagrant Laughing Gulls wandered
northward into Oklahoma. As in the Spring 2021
report (Scissortail 72(1):4-8), Black-bellied WhistlingDucks continue to show a spread across eastern and
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central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa
and Stephens counties; marshland species such as
King Rails, Common Gallinules, and Least Bittern,
however, are still scarce. Osprey has become
established as a breeding species in eastern
Oklahoma, a recent phenomenon.
Among significant rarities this season, the Zonetailed Hawk noted during spring (as a first State
record) continued its observed presence in the
Wichita Mountains W.R. And, surprisingly at this
same location, a Common Black Hawk made a brief
appearance in early June—the second state record
of this species for Oklahoma; the first Oklahoma
record was also in the Wichita Mountains.
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Joseph A. Grzybowski, Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History, and 715 Elmwood Dr., Norman,
OK 73072
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