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Past and Present Members,

The past couple of years have been 
frustrating for all of us for many reasons. They 

have had a constraining impact on the Oklahoma 
Ornithological Society (OOS). The organization has 
heard from several members expressing frustration 
and inquiring about the status of the Oklahoma 
Ornithological Society. The organization has heard 
you. The Board shares those same feelings with the 
organization’s current hiatus in fulfilling its functional 
obligations, particularly those of communicating with 
members through publications of the Newsletter and 
Bulletin.  

Like many individuals and organizations, the global 
pandemic had a profound impact on the OOS. 
We understand that this is not unique to the OOS. 
Virtual meetings were a new challenge. A second 
major issue is that frankly, the OOS has not been 
able to fill key open positions on the Board. This has 
hampered the ability to perform some basic OOS 
functions such as the Newsletter communicating to 
membership. 
 
You are receiving this letter because the organization 
has reached a critical point. We must have people 
like you, who love Oklahoma birds and birding, step 
up and help OOS get on track. We need volunteers.  
The OOS has a long history of supporting Oklahoma 
ornithology, companionship and birding in the State. 
Some aspects of the OOS are still in motion, such as 
Bulletin issues in waiting for mailing, improvements 
to the OOS webpage (see https://www.okbirds.org/), 
and the OBRC. Others need help.

The OOS Board is trying to get us back on track. 
An impromptu OOS spring meeting has been 
scheduled for April 9th, 2022 at Martin Park 
Nature Center in Oklahoma City. Birding is planned 
in the morning, followed afterward by a Society 
meeting. The meeting is planned to start at 10:30 
a.m. Key topics of the meeting will be addressing 
organization vacancies, more visibly promoting the 
purpose and assets of the OOS in tune with the 

times, and challenges going forward. 

If you just want to bird, share a field experience, we’d 
love to have you do that. However, we are sincerely 
asking that you attend the meeting. The meeting 
is free to attend, please bring a lunch or make 
independent arrangements.  More details will follow.  
If you are interested in participating in the OOS, here 
is your chance! WE HAVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Below is a list of current vacancies on the OOS 
Board. This is your chance to make a difference in 
an organization you care about! The organization 
would be grateful to have you assist us in our 
mission.  

OOS Board Positions Currently Open:
•  Vice President
•    Secretary
•    Treasurer
•    Business Manager
•    Scissortail Newsletter Editor

If you are even curious about participating, please let 
us know:

Jeff Tibbits
jeff.tibbits@odwc.ok.gov
405-535-7382

Sincerely,

Board of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society

Message from the Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Directions to the Spring Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
OOS Officers and Chairpersons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Member Information 3
6th Edition Checklist Available 3

Product Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Distribution and Migration Phenologies 3

Noteworthy Bird Records . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

. . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

In This 
Issue



Oklahoma Ornithological SocietySpring 20222

Directions to the 
Spring Meeting

From the Kilpatrick Turnpike, exit at MacArthur 
BLVD. Take south frontage road east to Martin Park 
Nature Center.

Martin Park Nature Center
5000 W Memorial Rd

Oklahoma City, OK 73142

OOS Officers and Chairpersons 
as of 1/21/2022

President – Jeff Tibbits – ODWC, PO Box 53465, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152.  jefftibbits@odwc.ok.gov 
(405) 535-7382. {’21-‘22}
Past-President – William Diffin – 7308 NW 119th St., 
Oklahoma City, OK 73162.  WilliamDiffin@aol.com  
(405) 722-3778 (home); (405) 596-3890 (cell). {’21-
‘22}
President-elect – Angelina Stancampiano – Angelina.
Stancampiano@travelok.com (918) 772-2108.  {’21-
‘22} . VACANT
Secretary –  VACANT
Treasurer – Nadine Varner – 7845 NE 18th St., 
Oklahoma City, OK  73141  gallinuleofpurple@yahoo.
com  (405) 370-5076. {‘21}.  {‘22} – VACANT
Business Manager – VACANT
Membership/Circulation – Zach Poland, 3123 E. 
48th St., Tulsa, OK 74105 zachapoland@gmail.com 
(405) 880-2014. {’21-‘22}
Awards – Mia Revels, Dept of Natural Resources, 

611 N. Garland Ave., Northeastern State University, 
Tahlequah, OK 74465  revels@nsuok.edu (918) 444-
3824. {‘21’’22}
Activities – Rebecca Renfro – 6024 Cornell Dr., 
Barltesville, OK 74006  relore@aol.com (918) 333-
4875. {’21-’22}
Conservation – Mark Howery – 801 Hemphill Ct., 
Norman, OK 73072  mark.howery@odwc.ok.gov  
(405) 447-3641 (home); (405) 521-4619 (office). {’21-
‘23}
Archivist – Claudia Glass – 14805 E. 500 Rd., Unit 
D, Claremore, OK  74017  cglass@rsu.edu  (918) 
230-2404 (home); (918) 343-7697 (office). {’21-‘22}
Special Projects –  Donald Glass – 14805 E. 500 
Rd., Unit D, Claremore, OK  74017  dglass@rsu.edu  
(918) 230-2404 (home); (918) 343-7710 (office). {’21-
‘23} 
OOS Bulletin Editor – Eugene A. Young – Northern 
Oklahoma College, 1220 E. Grand, P.O. Box 310, 
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Tonkawa, OK 74653-0310  eugene.young@north-ok.
edu  (580) 628-6482 (phone); (580) 628-6209 (Fax).
The Scissortail Editor – VACANT [OOS Board—
Acting Editor].
OBRC Chairman – Joe Grzybowski, 715 Elmwood 
Dr., Norman, OK 73072  j_grzybowski@sbcglobal.net  
(405) 205-9598 (cell). 
Webmaster – Jeff Tibbits – ODWC, P.O. Box 53465, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73152  jeff.tibbits@odwc.ok.gov  
(405) 535-7382.
Other Positions:
Coordinator for Breeding Bird Survey & Winter 
Bird Atlas – Dan Reinking – Sutton Avian Research 
Center, P.O. Box 2007, Bartlesville, OK  74005-2007  
dan@suttoncenter.org  (918) 336-7778.

Total Current Members: 115

Welcome New Members 

Mary Kay Bishop (Norman), James Bradford 
(Woodward), Carrie Cartwright (Broken Arrow), Kate 
Goodenough (Norman), Anna Hall (McCloud), Scott 
Roberson (Ada), Jeffrey Roth (San Angelo, TX)

Contributions

Tim O’Connell, Larry Pulliam

Member 
Information

Oklahoma Ornithological Society’s Checklist of 
Oklahoma Birds (6th Edition) Now Available

The Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC) 
has updated the Oklahoma Ornithological Society 
Checklist of Oklahoma Birds. 6th edition. [(2022). 
Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK. 14 
p].  The OBRC reviews documentations for records 

of new State birds. The State list has improved from 
480 to 487 species since the 5th edition (2017).  The 
Checklist will soon be posted to the OOS webpage.  

See it from: https://www.okbirds.org/publications

Spring 2021 Oklahoma Bird 
Distribution and Migration Phenologies 

Keep your eyes and ears sharpened for the upcoming 
Spring 2022 season with highlights of the Spring 2021 
birding season in Oklahoma and the Southern Great 
Plains featured in this report to North American Birds 
— on line.  

Co-author Joe Grzybowski is an OOS member and 
Chair of the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee 
that provides evaluations for records included in the 
report. Co-author Ross Silcock also co-authors Birds 

of Nebraska Online. Both are decades-long experts 
on birds of the Southern Great Plains. Read and 
enjoy this summary which cites outstanding records, 
but also the patterns in seasonal occurrences of birds 
in Oklahoma and, more broadly, across this Southern 
Great Plains Region.  

Go to:  https://www.aba.org/southern-great-plains-
spring-2021/

Bird Friendly Glass Retrofit
Product Review of Feather Friendly Bird Tape

In recent years, much effort and research has been 
dedicated to quantifying the impact of bird collisions
with human structures in the US and worldwide. It’s 
estimated that 100 million to 1 billion birds die from 
window collisions in the United States annually (Loss 
et al, 2014).

Recently, my family moved into a home with a large 
picture window. Although I haven’t noticed any birds 
colliding with the window, I realize that it has the 
potential to be hazardous and wanted to mitigate 
that risk. There are a wide variety of products on the 
market that claim to be “bird-friendly” with which to 
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Bird Friendly Glass Retrofit
Product Review Continued 

retrofit windows. In fact, there are so many that 
selecting one can be a challenge. Luckily, the 
American Bird Conservancy (ABC) has put many of 
these products to the test and has compiled the
results on their website (https://abcbirds.org/glass-
collisions/products-database/). This is a tremendous
resource and I only considered products that were 
ABC approved. While that narrowed the options
significantly, there were still over a hundred options 
to choose from. With continued research, I selected
Feather Friendly ® decal tape as a good fit for my 
purpose.

Feather Friendly ® is a Canadian company whose 
product is on the ABC approved list. It is installed 
like a window film to the outside surface of the 
window, but the backing is removed, leaving only 
“dots.” The
“dots” are ¼” square vinyl decals on 2” spacing. I 
ordered a 100’ roll of tape online for 21 Canadian
Dollars including shipping (https://store.featherfriendly.
com/feather-friendly-solution-for-do-it-yourself-
residential-applications/). This equates to just over 
$17 USD in total. Delivery was prompt (one week),
with no issues. A 100’ roll of Feather Friendly ® tape 
should cover 16 square feet of glass, at the ABC’s
recommended 2” spacing.

Upon receipt, I opened the envelop and was pleased. 
Everything that I needed for application was in the
kit! Included was the tape roll, two disposable (paper) 
measuring tapes, and a squeegee. Also included
were clear instructions and diagrams. After reading 
the directions and about 15 minutes of prep work on
the window, I was ready to start application. 

Application was tedious, slow, and somewhat 
frustrating at first. I’d estimate that the first 1/3 of 
the window accounted for about half of the total 
application time. Eventually, I got the feel for the 
application technique and made quick work of the 
rest. Total prep and application time was about 90 

minutes.

In summary, this is a cheap and relatively easy retrofit 
to windows to minimize bird collision hazards. After 
experience applying the product, I would order it 
again, and would recommend this product to
others. I look forward to may years of collision free 
living! It also looks great.

Pros: ABC approved, minimal impact on window 
aesthetics, no impact on window functionality, cheap,
clear directions, and helpful tools included in kit.

Cons: Learning curve, I wasted product before 
mastering technique.

Citation
Loss, S. R., T. Will, S.S. Loss and P. P. Marra, 
2014. Bird-Building Collisions in the United 
States: Estimates of Annual Mortality and Species 
Vulnerability. The Condor, v 116, No. 1, pp. 8-23.
https://doi.org/10.1650/CONDOR-13-090.1

Zach Poland

Photo of outside surface of a portion of window after 
application of Feather Friendly ® window treatment. Ruler for 
scale. 

Noteworthy Records of Birds in Oklahoma
Spring 2021

The Oklahoma Ornithological Society is looking to 
post collective seasonal summaries of noteworthy 
birds recorded in Oklahoma gathered through and 
supported by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee 
and/or eBird, and/or the Oklahoma Ornithological 

Society Facebook page and other sources. A list of 
observations for the Spring 2021 season (March to 
May) is given below, and will soon be available at 
the OOS website—under Oklahoma Bird Records 
Committee.  
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These summaries will be posted ahead of the 
following year’s season to alert members of what was 
observed the year before, and what might be seen 
in the coming season as well as highlight what bird 
observations are or would be noteworthy.   

This collective service is made available through 
the Oklahoma Ornithological Society as a service 
to the Oklahoma birder community. And a great 
reason to support and participate in the Oklahoma 
Ornithological Society as a member. To become or 
continue membership, go to:  https://www.okbirds.org/
get_involved

The following is a listing of noteworthy records 
of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. 
It incorporates records outside or near limits of 
expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE 
to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh 
Edition (Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 
2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, 
OK). Also included are noteworthy high counts.  
Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable 
by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given 
in bold. Species whose names are followed by an 
(R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  
Underscores depict records for date or locality outside 
the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = 

multiple observers.

The observations below show patterns within species 
and species groups. Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks 
are showing a spread across eastern and central 
Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton 
counties. However, other marshland species such 
as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern 
are not yet showing such a spread indicating few 
source birds to rebuild populations that occupied 
those areas during wetter cycles. Red Slough WMA 
in southeastern Oklahoma remains a stronghold for 
these species in the state. White Ibises have seen a 
significant uptick there. Inca Doves have also shown 
limited re-spread into areas they reached ten-years 
previous.

Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted 
this season in a limited way. Whooping Cranes 
appeared this season in March, slightly ahead of the 
previous pattern. More noticeable is the westward 
thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 
2020 spring. Some significant rarities appeared, the 
most significant being the first state record for Zone-
tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin.

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 
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SPECIES NUMBER DATE COUNTY LOCALITY OBSERVER   
2021 

   

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck  

3-22 13 Apr 2021 to 
end of period 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra, Nicholas Schleissmann,       
m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

16 20 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Mark & Harold Peterson 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

4, 4, 13, 
2, 24 

21,25 Apr, 14,19, 
30 May 2021 

Choctaw Frogville Chris Lynch 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

2 23 Apr 2021 Garfield Meadowlake Park Curtis Stewart 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

3 27 April 2021 Bryan SOSU Doug Wood, Set Bennett, Willia Tao 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

7-12 30 Apr 2021 Bryan Carl Albert Park, Durant Doug Wood, Tony Gaza 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 30 Apr 2021 Cotton Temple Lake and WTP Ben Sandstrom 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 11-12 May 2021 Grady Shannon Springs Park Jason Shaw 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 14 May 2021 Delaware Colcord Jeremy Cohen, Erica Sauer 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

2 22 May 2021 Stephens Fuqua Park, Duncan Bill & Linda Adams 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 24-28 May 2021 Creek Kelly's Lane Park Seinna Leach, m. ob. 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck  3 30 Apr 2021 Cotton Temple Lake and WTP Ben Sandstrom 
Fulvous Whistling-Duck  4 7 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex  
Cackling Goose 1 3,7 May 2021 Payne Boomer Lake Jake Herring, Courtney Duchardt 
Cackling Goose 1 18 May 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Bill Diffin 
Cackling Goose 1 26 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Bill Diffin 
Cinnamon Teal 1 11 Mar 2021 Washington Young's Lake Melinda Droege 
Cinnamon Teal 1 23, 29 Mar 2021 Washington Petco Marsh, Bartlesville Josh Engelbert, Melinda Droege 
Cinnamon Teal 15M, 7F 29 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Cinnamon Teal 1 9-12 Apr 2021 Tulsa 56TH St. N sod farms Zach Poland, Richard Hasegawa, m. ob. 
Canvasback 9 21 Apr 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex, Kurt Meisenzahl 
Canvasback 2 1 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Ben Sandstrom, John Schenck 
Canvasback 1 8 May 2021 Tulsa Bixby Sod Farms Robert Bowker 
Ring-necked Duck 2 10 May 2021 Alfalfa Byron Fish Hatchery Doug Kibbe, Mackenzie Goldthwait 
Ring-necked Duck 1 18 May 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra  
Bufflehead 1 F  5, 11 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Braden Farris 
Bufflehead 1 23 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Devin Bosler 
White-winged Scoter (R) 1 24-27 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Bill Diffin, Calvin Rees 
Long-tailed Duck (R) 1 thru 24 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser m. ob. 
Red-necked Grebe 1 31 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Patricia Velte 
Red-necked Grebe 1 27 Apr 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Chad Ellis 
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Eared Grebe 4 19 Mar 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex, Jerry Vanbebber 
Western Grebe (R) 1 28 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Jeff Tibbits 
Western Grebe (R) 1 3 May 2021 Tulsa Lake Yahola Mike & Merry Ludewig 
Inca Dove (R) 1 31 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Oklahoma City Grace Huffman 
Inca Dove (R) 1 30 May 2021 Caddo Hinton Elizabeth & Tim Pratt 
Black-billed Cuckoo (R) 1 2 May 2021 Payne Ghost Hollow Mike Yough, m. ob. 
Black-billed Cuckoo (R) 1 16 May 2021 Okmulgee Beggs Brett & Lareina Niland 
Black-billed Cuckoo (R) 1 17 May 2021 Tulsa Oxley North Woods Terry Mitchell 
King Rail 11 11 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
King Rail (R) 1 17 May 2021 Grady Alex Marsh Caleb McKinney 
Purple Gallinule (R) 2 6 Apr 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Common Gallinule 1 11, 17 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Limpkin (2nd State record) 1 12 Apr 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Whooping Crane (R) 4 21-26 Mar 2021 Garfield Drummond Flats WMA Allen Codding, Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 
Whooping Crane (R) 6 24 Mar 2021 Cotton Waurika WMA Jeff Tibbits 
Whooping Crane (R) 4 24 Mar 2021 Logan Cimarron River bottom Ryan Eyster 
Whooping Crane (R) 12 25 Mar 2021 Garfield Drummond Flats WMA Brent Barnes 
Whooping Crane (R) 6 25 Mar 2021 Cotton near Walters Lou & Mary Truex 
Whooping Crane (R) 1 17-20 Apr 2021 Wagoner McClellan-Kerr WMA--

Chouteau Unit 
Zach Poland et al. 

Black-necked Stilt (R) 8 29 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Black-necked Stilt (R) 1 25 Apr 2021 Washington Pathfinder Parkway Nathan Moses 
Black-necked Stilt (R) 2 14 May 2021 Washington Copan Lake Melinda Droege 
American Avocet 2 7 Mar 2021 Alfalfa Salt Plains NWR Jacob Crissup, Katie Morgan 
Piping Plover (R) 4 20 Apr 2021 Payne Meridian Tech ponds Scott Loss, Landon Neumann 
Piping Plover (R) 1 20 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Steve Stone, Calvin Rees, Rod Lusey 
Piping Plover (R) 1 20 Apr 2021 Canadian NW 63rd & Kilpatrick Trnpk. Brian Marra, m. ob. 
Piping Plover (R) 1 20, 24 Apr 2021 Garfield Drummond Flats WMA Curtis Stewart 
Whimbrel (R) 1 17 Apr-1 May 

2021 
Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Kate Burger, m. ob. 

Whimbrel (R) 4, 19  26 Apr, 2 May 
2021 

Alfalfa Salt Plains NWR Glen Hensley. Curtis Stewart 

Whimbrel (R) 7 6-7 May 2021 Oklahoma Arcadia Lake Rod Lusey 
Whimbrel (R) 22 9 May 2021 Alfalfa Salt Plains NWR Curtis Stewart 
Long-billed Curlew 1 20 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Steve Stone 

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 

 The following is a listing of noteworthy records of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. It incorporates records 
outside or near limits of expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh Edition 
(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 
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spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 

  

SPECIES NUMBER DATE COUNTY LOCALITY OBSERVER   
2021 

   

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck  

3-22 13 Apr 2021 to 
end of period 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra, Nicholas Schleissmann,       
m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

16 20 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Mark & Harold Peterson 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

4, 4, 13, 
2, 24 

21,25 Apr, 14,19, 
30 May 2021 

Choctaw Frogville Chris Lynch 

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 

 The following is a listing of noteworthy records of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. It incorporates records 
outside or near limits of expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh Edition 
(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 

 The observations below show patterns within species and species groups.  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are showing a 
spread across eastern and central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton counties.  However, other marshland 
species such as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern are not yet showing such a spread indicating few source birds to 
rebuild populations that occupied those areas during wetter cycles.  Red Slough WMA in southeastern Oklahoma remains a 
stronghold for these species in the state.  White Ibises have seen a significant uptick there.  Inca Doves have also shown limited re-
spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 

  

SPECIES NUMBER DATE COUNTY LOCALITY OBSERVER   
2021 

   

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck  

3-22 13 Apr 2021 to 
end of period 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra, Nicholas Schleissmann,       
m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

16 20 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Mark & Harold Peterson 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

4, 4, 13, 
2, 24 

21,25 Apr, 14,19, 
30 May 2021 

Choctaw Frogville Chris Lynch 

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 

 The following is a listing of noteworthy records of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. It incorporates records 
outside or near limits of expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh Edition 
(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 

 The observations below show patterns within species and species groups.  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are showing a 
spread across eastern and central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton counties.  However, other marshland 
species such as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern are not yet showing such a spread indicating few source birds to 
rebuild populations that occupied those areas during wetter cycles.  Red Slough WMA in southeastern Oklahoma remains a 
stronghold for these species in the state.  White Ibises have seen a significant uptick there.  Inca Doves have also shown limited re-
spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 

  

SPECIES NUMBER DATE COUNTY LOCALITY OBSERVER   
2021 

   

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck  

3-22 13 Apr 2021 to 
end of period 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra, Nicholas Schleissmann,       
m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

16 20 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Mark & Harold Peterson 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

4, 4, 13, 
2, 24 

21,25 Apr, 14,19, 
30 May 2021 

Choctaw Frogville Chris Lynch 

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 

 The following is a listing of noteworthy records of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. It incorporates records 
outside or near limits of expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh Edition 
(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 

 The observations below show patterns within species and species groups.  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are showing a 
spread across eastern and central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton counties.  However, other marshland 
species such as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern are not yet showing such a spread indicating few source birds to 
rebuild populations that occupied those areas during wetter cycles.  Red Slough WMA in southeastern Oklahoma remains a 
stronghold for these species in the state.  White Ibises have seen a significant uptick there.  Inca Doves have also shown limited re-
spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 

  

SPECIES NUMBER DATE COUNTY LOCALITY OBSERVER   
2021 

   

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck  

3-22 13 Apr 2021 to 
end of period 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra, Nicholas Schleissmann,       
m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

16 20 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Mark & Harold Peterson 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

4, 4, 13, 
2, 24 

21,25 Apr, 14,19, 
30 May 2021 

Choctaw Frogville Chris Lynch 

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 

 The following is a listing of noteworthy records of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. It incorporates records 
outside or near limits of expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh Edition 
(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 

 The observations below show patterns within species and species groups.  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are showing a 
spread across eastern and central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton counties.  However, other marshland 
species such as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern are not yet showing such a spread indicating few source birds to 
rebuild populations that occupied those areas during wetter cycles.  Red Slough WMA in southeastern Oklahoma remains a 
stronghold for these species in the state.  White Ibises have seen a significant uptick there.  Inca Doves have also shown limited re-
spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 

  

SPECIES NUMBER DATE COUNTY LOCALITY OBSERVER   
2021 

   

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck  

3-22 13 Apr 2021 to 
end of period 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra, Nicholas Schleissmann,       
m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

16 20 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Mark & Harold Peterson 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

4, 4, 13, 
2, 24 

21,25 Apr, 14,19, 
30 May 2021 

Choctaw Frogville Chris Lynch 

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 

 The following is a listing of noteworthy records of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. It incorporates records 
outside or near limits of expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh Edition 
(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 

 The observations below show patterns within species and species groups.  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are showing a 
spread across eastern and central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton counties.  However, other marshland 
species such as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern are not yet showing such a spread indicating few source birds to 
rebuild populations that occupied those areas during wetter cycles.  Red Slough WMA in southeastern Oklahoma remains a 
stronghold for these species in the state.  White Ibises have seen a significant uptick there.  Inca Doves have also shown limited re-
spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 

  

SPECIES NUMBER DATE COUNTY LOCALITY OBSERVER   
2021 

   

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck  

3-22 13 Apr 2021 to 
end of period 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra, Nicholas Schleissmann,       
m. ob. 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

16 20 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Mark & Harold Peterson 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

4, 4, 13, 
2, 24 

21,25 Apr, 14,19, 
30 May 2021 

Choctaw Frogville Chris Lynch 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

2 23 Apr 2021 Garfield Meadowlake Park Curtis Stewart 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

3 27 April 2021 Bryan SOSU Doug Wood, Set Bennett, Willia Tao 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

7-12 30 Apr 2021 Bryan Carl Albert Park, Durant Doug Wood, Tony Gaza 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 30 Apr 2021 Cotton Temple Lake and WTP Ben Sandstrom 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 11-12 May 2021 Grady Shannon Springs Park Jason Shaw 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 14 May 2021 Delaware Colcord Jeremy Cohen, Erica Sauer 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

2 22 May 2021 Stephens Fuqua Park, Duncan Bill & Linda Adams 

Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck (R) 

1 24-28 May 2021 Creek Kelly's Lane Park Seinna Leach, m. ob. 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck  3 30 Apr 2021 Cotton Temple Lake and WTP Ben Sandstrom 
Fulvous Whistling-Duck  4 7 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex  
Cackling Goose 1 3,7 May 2021 Payne Boomer Lake Jake Herring, Courtney Duchardt 
Cackling Goose 1 18 May 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Bill Diffin 
Cackling Goose 1 26 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Bill Diffin 
Cinnamon Teal 1 11 Mar 2021 Washington Young's Lake Melinda Droege 
Cinnamon Teal 1 23, 29 Mar 2021 Washington Petco Marsh, Bartlesville Josh Engelbert, Melinda Droege 
Cinnamon Teal 15M, 7F 29 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Cinnamon Teal 1 9-12 Apr 2021 Tulsa 56TH St. N sod farms Zach Poland, Richard Hasegawa, m. ob. 
Canvasback 9 21 Apr 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex, Kurt Meisenzahl 
Canvasback 2 1 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Ben Sandstrom, John Schenck 
Canvasback 1 8 May 2021 Tulsa Bixby Sod Farms Robert Bowker 
Ring-necked Duck 2 10 May 2021 Alfalfa Byron Fish Hatchery Doug Kibbe, Mackenzie Goldthwait 
Ring-necked Duck 1 18 May 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA RJ Baltierra  
Bufflehead 1 F  5, 11 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Braden Farris 
Bufflehead 1 23 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Devin Bosler 
White-winged Scoter (R) 1 24-27 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Bill Diffin, Calvin Rees 
Long-tailed Duck (R) 1 thru 24 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser m. ob. 
Red-necked Grebe 1 31 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Patricia Velte 
Red-necked Grebe 1 27 Apr 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Chad Ellis 

Long-billed Curlew 1 6-8 May 2021 Tulsa Lake Yahola Mark Peterson, m. ob. 
Red Knot (R) 1 8 May 2021 Alfalfa Salt Plains NWR Sandy Berger 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 75, 79 8, 12 May 2021 Garfield Carrier Sod Farms Curtis Stewart 
Ruddy Turnstone sev. 17-20 May 2021 

 
e.& ne. Oklahoma m. ob. 

Short-billed Dowitcher (R) 2 7 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex 
Wilson's Phalarope 1 29 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Red-necked Phalarope (R) 2 9 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex  
Solitary Sandpiper 1 12-19 Mar 2021 Carter Heraldton City Lake Don Pearson 
Laughing Gull (R) 1 4 May 2021 Cleveland East Sentinel John Tharp, Randy Soto 
Laughing Gull (R) 1 25 May-Jun 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Braden Farris, m. ob. 
California Gull (R) 1 ad. 15 Mar 2021 Canadian NW 63rd & Kilpatrick Trnpk. Jim Arterburn, Ken Williams 
Herring Gull 1 23, 25 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Devin Bosler, Braden Farris, Brian Marra 
Iceland Gull (pale bird) 1 4 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Wyatt Egelhoff, Josh Lefever 
Iceland Gull (Thayer's) (R) 1 21-23 Mar 2021 Canadian eastern Canadian County Curtis Stewart, Bill Diffin, Randolph King 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 8 13 Mar 2021 Canadian NW 63rd & Kilpatrick Trnpk. Joe Grzybowski 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 14 Apr 2021 Marshall Lake Texoma--Catfish Bay RJ Baltierra 
Glaucous Gull 1 4 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Lake Overholser Dam Wyatt Egelhoff, Josh Lefever 
Great Black-backed Gull 1 1stwint 12-16 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Steve Davis, Joe Grzybowski, m. ob. 
Arctic Tern 1 4 May 2021 Cleveland East Sentinel John Tharp, Randy Soto 
Common Tern (R) 1 12 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird John Tharp 
Pacific Loon 1 1 Mar 2021 Sequoyah Lake Tenkiller SP John & Lizzie Niener 
Neotropic Cormorant 2 2 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Neotropic Cormorant 1 19 Mar 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex, Jerry Vanbebber 
Neotropic Cormorant (R) wide 

scatter 
Spring 2021 wide 

scatter 
west to west-cen. Oklahoma m. ob. 

Anhinga 1 11 Mar2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Least Bittern 1 11 Apr 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA Nathan Moses 
Tricolored Heron (R) 1 27 Apr-11 May 

2021 
McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour, m. ob. 

Tricolored Heron (R) 1 8 May 2021 Sequoyah Sequoyah NWR Jeremy Cohen, Erica Sauer 
Yellow-cr. Night-Heron 1 13 Mar 2021 Tulsa Mohawk Park Jana Singletary 
Yellow-cr. Night-Heron 1 14 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Woodland Park Sean Washington 
White Ibis 200, 

170, 508 
29 Mar, 20, 27 
Apr 2021 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 

White Ibis 768, 
4500 

11, 18 May 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour  
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(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 

 The observations below show patterns within species and species groups.  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are showing a 
spread across eastern and central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton counties.  However, other marshland 
species such as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern are not yet showing such a spread indicating few source birds to 
rebuild populations that occupied those areas during wetter cycles.  Red Slough WMA in southeastern Oklahoma remains a 
stronghold for these species in the state.  White Ibises have seen a significant uptick there.  Inca Doves have also shown limited re-
spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 
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Long-billed Curlew 1 6-8 May 2021 Tulsa Lake Yahola Mark Peterson, m. ob. 
Red Knot (R) 1 8 May 2021 Alfalfa Salt Plains NWR Sandy Berger 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 75, 79 8, 12 May 2021 Garfield Carrier Sod Farms Curtis Stewart 
Ruddy Turnstone sev. 17-20 May 2021 

 
e.& ne. Oklahoma m. ob. 

Short-billed Dowitcher (R) 2 7 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex 
Wilson's Phalarope 1 29 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Red-necked Phalarope (R) 2 9 May 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex  
Solitary Sandpiper 1 12-19 Mar 2021 Carter Heraldton City Lake Don Pearson 
Laughing Gull (R) 1 4 May 2021 Cleveland East Sentinel John Tharp, Randy Soto 
Laughing Gull (R) 1 25 May-Jun 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Braden Farris, m. ob. 
California Gull (R) 1 ad. 15 Mar 2021 Canadian NW 63rd & Kilpatrick Trnpk. Jim Arterburn, Ken Williams 
Herring Gull 1 23, 25 May 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Devin Bosler, Braden Farris, Brian Marra 
Iceland Gull (pale bird) 1 4 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Wyatt Egelhoff, Josh Lefever 
Iceland Gull (Thayer's) (R) 1 21-23 Mar 2021 Canadian eastern Canadian County Curtis Stewart, Bill Diffin, Randolph King 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 8 13 Mar 2021 Canadian NW 63rd & Kilpatrick Trnpk. Joe Grzybowski 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 14 Apr 2021 Marshall Lake Texoma--Catfish Bay RJ Baltierra 
Glaucous Gull 1 4 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Lake Overholser Dam Wyatt Egelhoff, Josh Lefever 
Great Black-backed Gull 1 1stwint 12-16 Mar 2021 Canadian Lake Overholser Steve Davis, Joe Grzybowski, m. ob. 
Arctic Tern 1 4 May 2021 Cleveland East Sentinel John Tharp, Randy Soto 
Common Tern (R) 1 12 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird John Tharp 
Pacific Loon 1 1 Mar 2021 Sequoyah Lake Tenkiller SP John & Lizzie Niener 
Neotropic Cormorant 2 2 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Neotropic Cormorant 1 19 Mar 2021 Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex, Jerry Vanbebber 
Neotropic Cormorant (R) wide 

scatter 
Spring 2021 wide 

scatter 
west to west-cen. Oklahoma m. ob. 

Anhinga 1 11 Mar2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Least Bittern 1 11 Apr 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA Nathan Moses 
Tricolored Heron (R) 1 27 Apr-11 May 

2021 
McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour, m. ob. 

Tricolored Heron (R) 1 8 May 2021 Sequoyah Sequoyah NWR Jeremy Cohen, Erica Sauer 
Yellow-cr. Night-Heron 1 13 Mar 2021 Tulsa Mohawk Park Jana Singletary 
Yellow-cr. Night-Heron 1 14 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Woodland Park Sean Washington 
White Ibis 200, 

170, 508 
29 Mar, 20, 27 
Apr 2021 

McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 

White Ibis 768, 
4500 

11, 18 May 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour  

Glossy Ibis (R) 1, 2, 1 14, 21, 25 Apr 
2021 

Tillman Hackberry Flat WMA Lou & Mary Truex, Kurt Meisenzahl 

Glossy Ibis (R) 1 18 Apr 2021 Okmulgee Okmulgee horse farm Jana Singletary 
Glossy Ibis (R) 1 24 Apr 2021 Canadian Deer Creek area Chad Ellis 
Glossy Ibis (R) 1 1, 7 May 2021 Cleveland Ten Mile Flats Sydney Austin, John Tharp, Rachel 

Wrenn 
Roseate Spoonbill 2 3 May 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour, et al. 
Osprey 1, 2 11-12 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Steve Stone, m. ob. 
Osprey nesting 27 Mar 2021 Muskogee Greenleaf Lake Jim Arterburn  
Golden Eagle (R) 1 Mar 2021 Atoka Redden Vonceil Harmon (OBS) 
Golden Eagle (R) 1 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Salt Plains NWR Michael Reichert 
Zone-tailed Hawk 1 24 Apr 2021 Comanche French Lake Richard Taylor 
Zone-tailed Hawk 1 19 May 2021 Comanche Wichita Mtns WR Kurt Meisenzahl. Lou & Mary Truex 
Zone-tailed Hawk 1 21 May 2021 

thru period 
Comanche Wichita Mtns WR Joe Grzybowski, Steve Hodge, Dan 

McDonald 
Ferruginous Hawk 1 22 Apr 2021 Alfalfa near Jet Curtis Stewart 
Long-eared Owl (R) 1 10 Mar 2021 Alfalfa Salt Plains NWR Glen Hensley  
Lewis's Woodpecker 1 thru 11 Mar 2021 Comanche Wichita Mtns WR Joe Grzybowski 
Lewis's Woodpecker 1 2 May 2021 Cimarron Black Mesa Trail Phil Chaon 
Ladder-backed Woodpecker 1 24, 27 Mar, 19 

May 2021 
Garfield Drummond Flats WMA Grace Huffman et al,, Curtis Stewart 

Crested Caracara (R) 1-2 thru 13May 2021 Coal Tupelo Betty Crow, m. ob. 
Crested Caracara (R) 1 7 May 2021 Bryan east of Caddo Doug Wood 
Crested Caracara (R) 1 10 May 2021 Bryan ne. of Kemp Doug Wood 
Crested Caracara (R) 1 imm. 17 May 2021 Garfield Drummond Flats WMA Adrianh Martinez Orozco 
Vermilion Flycatcher (R) 1 21 Mar 2021 Tulsa west side of Arkansas River Pat Vawter 
Vermilion Flycatcher (R) 2 19 Apr 2021 Harmon Gould RJ Baltierra 
Western/Cassin's Kingbird 1 12 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Stinchcomb Nature Preserve Jeff Tibbits 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 1 17 Mat 2021 Osage near Skiatook Bill Carrell 
Philadelphia Vireo (R) 1 5 May 2021 Cleveland Twin Bridges Dick Gunn, Lou & Mary Truex 
Philadelphia Vireo (R) 1 11 May 2021 Oklahoma Stinchcomb Nature Preserve Braden Farris  
Philadelphia Vireo (R) 1 15 May 2021 Oklahoma Martin Park Nature Center Brian Marra, Grace Huffman 
Chihuahuan Raven (R) 1 1 May 2021 Roger Mills Reydon Andrew Spencer 
Barn Swallow 1 1 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Lake Hefner Sharon Henthorn 
Cave Swallow 22 11 Mar 2021 Tillman north of Frederick Joe Grzybowski 
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NOTEWORTHY RECORDS OF OKLAHOMA BIRDS FOR THE SPRING 2021 (March – May) PERIOD 

 The following is a listing of noteworthy records of birds for the Spring period—March-May 2021. It incorporates records 
outside or near limits of expected occurrence delimited by the DATE GUIDE to the Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma, Seventh Edition 
(Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC), 2019 Oklahoma Ornithological Society, Norman, OK).  Also included are noteworthy 
high counts.  Exceptional records reviewed and found acceptable by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee are given in bold.  
Species whose names are followed by an (R) are expected, but RARE in very low frequencies.  Underscores depict records for date or 
locality outside the limits specified in the DATE GUIDE.  m. ob. = multiple observers. 

 The observations below show patterns within species and species groups.  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are showing a 
spread across eastern and central Oklahoma to west-central edges in Alfalfa and Cotton counties.  However, other marshland 
species such as King Rails, Common Gallinules and Least Bittern are not yet showing such a spread indicating few source birds to 
rebuild populations that occupied those areas during wetter cycles.  Red Slough WMA in southeastern Oklahoma remains a 
stronghold for these species in the state.  White Ibises have seen a significant uptick there.  Inca Doves have also shown limited re-
spread into areas they reached ten-years previous. 

 Early arrivals have been a recent pattern, but depicted this season in a limited way.  Whooping Cranes appeared this season 
in March, slightly ahead of the previous pattern.  More noticeable is the westward thrust of eastern songbirds such as thrushes and 
warblers, but nothing to scale with that during the 2020 spring.  Some significant rarities appeared, the most significant being the 
first state record for Zone-tailed Hawk, and second state record for Limpkin. 
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1-46 10 Apr 2021 Alfalfa Hiways 11 & 64 Curtis Stewart, m. ob. 
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2, 24 
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30 May 2021 
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Cave Swallow 8 12 Mar 2021 Tillman Hiway 183 Lou & Mary Truex 
Mountain Chickadee 1 thru 11 Apr 2021 Cimarron Black Mesa SP Ryan Locke, John Muller, Nu Perera, 

John Decker 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1-2 thru 25May 2021 Creek Frog Hollow Kathy Ainsworth 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 3 28 Mar 2021 Atoka   Stringtown Chad Ellis 
Western Bluebird 14 21 Mar 2021 Cimarron near Wheeless Nu Perera 
Western Bluebird 3 24, 26 Mar 2021 Cimarron Black Mesa SP Wyatt Egelhoff, Nu Perera, Lou & Mary 

Truex 
Veery (R) 1 7-15 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird John Tharp, Jerry Vanbebber, m. ob. 
Wood Thrush 1 5 May 2021 Texas Guymon, Thompson Park Joe Grzybowski 
Sprague's Pipit 1 5 Mar 2021 Osage Tallgrass Prairie Preserve Wyatt Egelhoff 
Sprague's Pipit 1 19 Mar 2021 Cleveland Ten Mile Flats Joe Grzybowski 
Sprague's Pipit 1-2 24 Mar-19 Apr 

2021 
McClain Newcastle Library grounds Larry Mays, m. ob. 

Evening Grosbeak 1 4 Mar 2021 Oklahoma nw. Oklahoma City JoLynn Love 
Evening Grosbeak 2 29 Apr 2021 Cimarron Kenton Steve Metz  
Purple Finch (R) 1 2 May 2021 Cleveland east Norman Cody Delano 
Purple Finch 1 12 May 2021 Rogers Owasso Terry Brunholtz 
Red Crossbill (R) 1 M 22, 29 Apr 2021 Payne Couch Park Landon Neumann 
Lesser Goldfinch (R) 1 green-

backed 
18, 20, 21 Apr 
2021 

Oklahoma Midwest City Jimmy Woodard, Nadine Varner 

White-throated Sparrow 1-3 20-30 May 2021 Tulsa Tulsa, Williams Green Zach Poland 
Song Sparrow 1 27 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Myriad Gardens Bill Diffin 
Eastern Towhee (R) 1 10 Apr 2021 Comanche Wichita Mtns WR Brian Marra, Elizabeth Hacker, Grace 

Huffman 
Eastern Towhee(R) 1 14 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Mitch Park Jimmy Woodard et al. 
Bronzed Cowbird (R) 1 16-23 May 2021 Cimarron Kenton Steve Metz, m. ob. 
Rusty Blackbird 1 21 Apr 2021 Adair Westville Patty Kirk 
Worm-eating Warbler 1 18 Apr 2021 Tulsa Williams Green Zach Poland, Adelynn Woodard, Richard 

Hasegawa 
Worm-eating Warbler 1 24 Apr 2021 Okmulgee Beggs Brett & Lareina Niland 
Louisiana Waterthrush 1 23 Apr 2021 Ellis Crawford RJ Baltierra   
Golden-winged Warbler (R) 1 12 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird—s. side Jeanette Bider 
Golden-winged Warbler (R) 1 13 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird John Tharp, Dan Hayes 
Golden-winged Warbler (R) 1 15 May 2021 Oklahoma Martin Park Nature Center Chad Ellis 
Prothonotary Warbler 1 30 Mar 2021 Johnston Tishomingo Justin Roach 
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John Decker 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1-2 thru 25May 2021 Creek Frog Hollow Kathy Ainsworth 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 3 28 Mar 2021 Atoka   Stringtown Chad Ellis 
Western Bluebird 14 21 Mar 2021 Cimarron near Wheeless Nu Perera 
Western Bluebird 3 24, 26 Mar 2021 Cimarron Black Mesa SP Wyatt Egelhoff, Nu Perera, Lou & Mary 

Truex 
Veery (R) 1 7-15 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird John Tharp, Jerry Vanbebber, m. ob. 
Wood Thrush 1 5 May 2021 Texas Guymon, Thompson Park Joe Grzybowski 
Sprague's Pipit 1 5 Mar 2021 Osage Tallgrass Prairie Preserve Wyatt Egelhoff 
Sprague's Pipit 1 19 Mar 2021 Cleveland Ten Mile Flats Joe Grzybowski 
Sprague's Pipit 1-2 24 Mar-19 Apr 

2021 
McClain Newcastle Library grounds Larry Mays, m. ob. 

Evening Grosbeak 1 4 Mar 2021 Oklahoma nw. Oklahoma City JoLynn Love 
Evening Grosbeak 2 29 Apr 2021 Cimarron Kenton Steve Metz  
Purple Finch (R) 1 2 May 2021 Cleveland east Norman Cody Delano 
Purple Finch 1 12 May 2021 Rogers Owasso Terry Brunholtz 
Red Crossbill (R) 1 M 22, 29 Apr 2021 Payne Couch Park Landon Neumann 
Lesser Goldfinch (R) 1 green-

backed 
18, 20, 21 Apr 
2021 

Oklahoma Midwest City Jimmy Woodard, Nadine Varner 

White-throated Sparrow 1-3 20-30 May 2021 Tulsa Tulsa, Williams Green Zach Poland 
Song Sparrow 1 27 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Myriad Gardens Bill Diffin 
Eastern Towhee (R) 1 10 Apr 2021 Comanche Wichita Mtns WR Brian Marra, Elizabeth Hacker, Grace 

Huffman 
Eastern Towhee(R) 1 14 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Mitch Park Jimmy Woodard et al. 
Bronzed Cowbird (R) 1 16-23 May 2021 Cimarron Kenton Steve Metz, m. ob. 
Rusty Blackbird 1 21 Apr 2021 Adair Westville Patty Kirk 
Worm-eating Warbler 1 18 Apr 2021 Tulsa Williams Green Zach Poland, Adelynn Woodard, Richard 

Hasegawa 
Worm-eating Warbler 1 24 Apr 2021 Okmulgee Beggs Brett & Lareina Niland 
Louisiana Waterthrush 1 23 Apr 2021 Ellis Crawford RJ Baltierra   
Golden-winged Warbler (R) 1 12 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird—s. side Jeanette Bider 
Golden-winged Warbler (R) 1 13 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird John Tharp, Dan Hayes 
Golden-winged Warbler (R) 1 15 May 2021 Oklahoma Martin Park Nature Center Chad Ellis 
Prothonotary Warbler 1 30 Mar 2021 Johnston Tishomingo Justin Roach 
Prothonotary Warbler 1 12 May 2021 Comanche Wichita Mtns WR Jeremy Ross et al. 
Swainson's Warbler (R) 1 21, 23 May 2021 Tulsa Oxley North Woods Bill Carrell, Richard Hasegawa 
Nashville Warbler 1 27 Mar 2021 Bryan Carl Albert Park, Durant Doug Wood 
Hooded Warbler 1 30 Mar 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour 
Cape May Warbler 1 8-9 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird Jeremy Ross, m. ob. 
Northern Parula 1 5 May 2021 Texas Guymon, Thompson Park Joe Grzybowski 
Magnolia Warbler (R) 1 7 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird John Tharp, Rachel Wrenn 
Magnolia Warbler (R) 1 14 May 2021 Cleveland Norman Dan Hayes 
Bay-breasted Warbler (R) 1 6 May 2021 Payne OSU Botanic Garden Caleb McKinney, Scott Loss, Landon 

Neumann 
Bay-breasted Warbler (R) 1 9 May 2021 Cleveland Lake Thunderbird Tomasz Kuder 
Blackburnian Warbler 1 13 May 2021 Payne Couch Park, Stillwater Landon Neuman, Scott Loss, Mike 

Yough 
Blackburnian Warbler (R) 1 15-16 May 2021 Oklahoma Martin Park Nature Center Brian Marra, Grace Huffman, m. ob. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler (R) 1 29 Apr 2021 Cleveland Norman Nu Perera 
Palm Warbler 1 4 May 2021 Woods Freedom RJ Baltierra   
Prairie Warbler 1 11 Apr 2021 McCurtain Broken Bow RJ Baltierra 
Prairie Warbler 2 12 Apr 2021 McCurtain Wright City RJ Baltierra 
Prairie Warbler multiple 13 Apr 2021   se. Ok 5 locations Scott Loss  
Wilson's Warbler 1 16 Apr 2021 Cleveland Norman Nu Perera 
Hepatic Tanager 1 5-23 May 2021 Cimarron Tesesquite Creek Joe Grzybowski, Jimmy Woodard, m. ob. 
Scarlet Tanager 1 30 Apr 2021 Garfield Enid Curtis Stewert 
Scarlet Tanager 1 15 May 2021 Oklahoma Martin Park Nature Center Bill Diffin 
Western Tanager 1 23 Mar 2021 Tulsa Broken Arrow Steve Wolfe 
Pyrrhuloxia 1 18 Mar 2021 Oklahoma Oklahoma City Lori Beasly 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1-2 4-23 May 2021 Cimarron Kenton Joe Grzybowski, Jimmy Woodard, m. ob. 
Black-headed Grosbeak 1 6 May 2021 Payne Boomer Lake Scott Loss 
Lazuli Bunting (R) 1 16 Apr 2021 Oklahoma Midwest City Nadine Varner, Jimmy Woodard 
Lazuli Bunting (R) 1 4 May 2021 McCurtain Red Slough WMA David Arbour, Grace Huffman, Brian 

Marra 
Painted Bunting 1 15 May 2021 Texas Optima Reservoir Lou & Mary Truex, Jerry Vanbebber 

  
Joseph A. Grzybowski, Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History, and 715 Elmwood Dr., Norman, OK  73072 
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